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Rainwater gathers in a puddle along Friendship Walk on Tuesday. 


Rain, 


rain, 


will you stay? | 


CSULB braces for the storm 
of the season. 


By KayLA THRELKELD & 
SETH ROCKENMACHER 
Contributing Writers 


It’s the time of year to frump in sweaters, pull 
out dusty rain boots and get caught in southern 
California traffic brought on by infamous “rain 
brain.” 

Campus was somewhat bare as students at 
Cal State Long Beach took cover during the rain 
on Tuesday. 

Kalin Johnson, a senior Biology major, said 
that she hated wearing closed toed shoes to ac- 


who slipped and almost fell because of the shoes 
they were wearing,” Johnson said. 

Some students flock from shelter to shelter 
with umbrellas in their hands as they journey to 
the on-campus shuttles. 

“J get people in my lap a lot, the floors are 
pretty slippery and people fall over,” Valentina 
Thompson, a junior English major, said. 

Thompson said she takes the shuttle normally 
due to a leg injury and that she regularly sees a 
steady flow of bus attendees. 

“Everyone’s wet, people are more tempera- 
mental and no one wants to be near each other,” 
Thompson said. 

Although students find may wind up frazzled 
to catch a bus or shuttle, some enjoy the rare 
shift in weather. 


Students as far as the eye can see carry umbrellas near the SSPA building. 


commodate for the weather. 
“T just walked past a couple different people 


See Ram, Page 2 


Preparing for first-year finals 


Freshmen and 
transfer students 
learned tips and 
tricks to studying 
successfully for 
finals. 


By Amy PATTON 
News Editor 


To achieve successful finals scores, 
students need effective study habits in 
their arsenal, rather than staring blank- 
ly at a study guides and print-heavy 
textbooks for hours on end. 

To prepare freshman and transfer 
students for the overhanging mass 
of tests of finals week, the First Year 
Experience organization at Cal State 
Long Beach held workshops on Tues- 
day and Wednesday. The workshops 
covered useful studying skills and 
habits, as well as tips and tricks to use 
when actually taking a test. 

DeAnne Martz, the assistant direc- 


tor of Student Transition and Retention 
Services and the workshop coordinator, 
said these workshops are designed=to 
alleviate new CSULB students’ stress 
and anxiety about finals week. 

“They don’t know what to ex- 
pect and this prepares them for finals 
week,” Martz said. “We’re hoping the 
workshops help them feel prepared, 
and their minds are put at ease once 
they know about resources available to 
them.” 

On Tuesday, Jennifer Luarca and 
Patrick Mulleavy from the Learning 
Assistance Center conducted the work- 
shops, emphasizing time management 
skills. 

“The biggest thing for students to 
learn is time management, the rest of 
our study skill play off of that,’ Mul- 
leavy said. 

Luarca said the most crucial things 
for students to take away from the 
workshops are connections with fellow 
students and finding out about resourc- 
es available. 

“We want [students] to take away a 
positive perspective from this rather 
than thinking of finals as the worst time 
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of [their lives], like most people do.” 

Luarca said most information coy- 
ered in the workshops is content the 
Learning Assistance Center teaches 
all year and that the workshops just 
emphasize and reiterate useful study 
habits. 

“We've got a ton of free programs on 
campus that people don’t know about 
until they’re really in trouble and then 
they’re seeking those out,’ Martz said 
in a press release. 

Students in attendance said they 
found study tips most helpful. 

“I can definitely see myself taking 
breaks and physically stepping away 
from studying like they suggested,” 
Mario Munoz, a junior accounting ma- 
jor, said. 

He said he is concerned that CSULB 
has a different atmosphere to his com- 
munity college but that he is not ner- 
vous because he has been slowly pre- 
paring for finals. 

Brian Hernandez, a freshman busi- 
ness management student, said he is 
nervous for his math final. 

“Tt’s a little intimidating,’ Hernan- 
dez said. “I came here to learn some 
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Jennifer Luarca, learning skills coordinator at the CSULB learning 
assistance center, speaks to the First Year Experience program 


members on Tuesday. 


study strategies.” 

When planning the material to cov- 
er for the workshop, Luarca said she 
wanted to cover the entire gambit of 
student preparations to alleviate their 
nerves. 

Laura Carlos, a freshman liberal 
studies major, said she found the diver- 
sity in the material to be helpful: 
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“T liked that they talked about find- 
ing an appropriate place to study,’ Car- 
los said. “These tips were not just about 
time management, but ways to study as 
well, which was great.” 

Martz said Wednesday’s workshop 
is from 11 a.m. to 12 p.m. and will 
cover strategies to use when taking an 
exam. 
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CSULB student goes to NASA 


A 16-year-old 
college student 
from earned a 
NASA Aeronautics 
scholarship. 


By JONATHAN MurRRIETTA 
Contributing Writer 


Out of a pool of 20 undergraduate stu- 
dents, NASA selected 16-year-old Cal 
State Long Beach engineering student 
Joaquin Martinez to join its ranks. 

Both a mechanical and aerospace en- 
gineering student, Martinez will join 
NASA’s 2014 Aeronautics Scholarship 
Program, according to the CSULB web- 
site. 

He is the first CSULB student to join 
NASA’s Aeronautics Scholarship. The 
program includes a two-year scholarship 
of $15,000 per year, according to a press 
release. Martinez will also participate in 
a NASA internship program next sum- 
mer in Long Beach, Calif. as part of the 
scholarship. The paid internship lasts 10 
weeks, according to the CSULB website. 

The scholarship program is awarded 
through NASA’s Aeronautics Research 
Mission Directorate and focuses on re- 
cruiting students interested in aeronauti- 
cal research and related degree programs 
at both undergraduate and graduate lev- 
els. 

Martinez is a native of Long Beach. 
He came through the Long Beach Uni- 
fied School District, attending Naples 
Elementary School through the second 
grade and Tincher Preparatory School 
through the sixth grade. He then decided 
to enroll in community college at age 
12 and transferred to CSULB two years 
later because he felt his classes in grade 


school weren’t challenging enough. Mar- 
tinez is now 16 and plans to graduate 
with his bachelor’s degree in six years, 
according to the CSULB website. 

Martinez said he is interested in robot- 
ics and will use his scholarship to pay 
tuition; he also said that perhaps he will 
use some of his award to fund his robot- 
ics research. He said he hopes to one day 
provide input on future NASA missions 
like the manned trip to Mars, according 
to the CSULB website. 

“It’s pretty cool to see someone like 
Martinez represent mechanical engi- 
neers here at CSULB,” said Andrew Do, 
a senior mechanical engineering major. 
“T think it is really good for the school,” 
he said. 

Do said that the NASA scholarship 
reflects well on CSULB’s mechanical en- 
gineering honor society, Pi Tau Sigma— 
an international mechanical engineering 
honor society. Martinez serves as AESB 
Representative for Pi Tau Sigma, Do 
said. 

“There are a lot of bright people in Pi 
Tau Sigma,” Do said. 

Pi Tau Sigma External Vice President 
and senior mechanical engineering stu- 
dent, Brian Ngo said Martinez is not only 
bright, but a really nice guy as well. 

“He’s really responsible,’ Ngo said. 
“Whenever he’s assigned a task, he gets 
it done and does it well.” 
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“It reminds me of home,” said Adriana Hernandez, a junior bi- 
ology major who grew up in Mexico. 

Hernandez said she loves the weather when it rains, but does not 
like the traffic that comes with it. 

“It’s too dangerous if you drive here, you can’t go out,” Her- 
nandez said. 

Marcel Cloutier, a senior Construction Engineering Manage- 
ment and student assistant at the bookstore, said he observed many 
students ducking inside the bookstore to take shelter from the 
weather because the Nugget patio was soaking wet. 

“The umbrella sales are going through the roof,” Cloutier said. 
“ve already seen the umbrella rack restocked twice today.” 

Lt. Richard Goodwin of the University Police said patrol activi- 
ties on campus don’t typically change much during heavy rainfall. 

“...There’s nothing unusual that takes place in what we do, oth- 
er than keep an extra eye on building that might have a [tendency 
to flood], such as the SSPA building,” Goodwin said. 

Tuesday’s rain is expected to bring one to two inches along the 
rain and coastal valleys, and two to five inches in the mountains, 
according to the National Weather Service. 

The National Weather Channel projects that the rain will con- 
tinue through Tuesday night and into Wednesday night, but sunny 
skies are expected to return by Saturday morning. 

To prepare for the chaos, the city of Long Beach cleared drains 
and fortified sand berms on Monday, according the Press Tele- 
gram. 

Long Beach also provided residents and business owners with 
sandbags, according to the Press Telegram. 


Campus VOICE 


HOW DID THE RAIN AFFECT TRANSPORTATION TO SCHOOL TODAY? 


Students are bundling up for the first storm in months to hit Southern California after a long period 
of sunny skies and drought.What began as light sprinkling with on and off downpour on Sunday has 
become a full- on storm in Southern California. 


“You just have to be more careful be- 
cause the busses fill up more or they 
don't wait, they leave right away.” 


—Amanda Dominguez-Chio, 
senior, English literature major 


Donate. Recycle. 


Jobs. 


©2014 Goodwill. Serving the People of Southern Los Angeles County. 


Your Donation Today Means Jobs Tomorrow. 


When you donate gently used clothes and household items to 
Goodwill, you help create jobs and job training services for those with 
barriers to employment. Plus, your donations are tax deductible. 


Oo © @ For more information visit 
www.ThinkGood.org 


“I don't want to go out today, but I 
have a class later... I got up early for 
the bus because it’s so crowded.” 


—Narumi Kayo, 


junior, American Learning Institute student 


“I always use a bicycle, but I couldn’t 
use it because I didn’t have the um- 
brella so I used the bus.” 


—Ryunosuke Maeda, 
junior, business major 
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Rain, not so kind 


Rain on Tuesday 
pushed Be KIND event 
back to Thursday. 


By Rupy Corposa-PERAZA 
Contributing Writer 


As a result of the rain, the Be KIND event, 
scheduled for Tuesday afternoon this week, has 
beén rescheduled. The event will now take place 
on Thursday, from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m at Maxson 
Plaza outside of Brotman Hall. 

The event will promote anti-bullying through 
kindness, according to the event planner, Celina 
Chen, who is a senior hospitality foodservice and 
hotel management major. 

Be KIND was organized by Chen and her 
classmate, Ingrid Washington, for the communi- 
cation 337 Professional Event Planning class. 

The event is sponsored by the Center for Com- 
munity Engagement, which serves as a facilita- 
tive partner and resource for students, faculty, 
staff and community members by strengthening 
community capacity, according to the CCE web- 
site. 

Everyone is encouraged to wear blue in support 
of the event because that is the color associated 
with anti-bullying, Chen said. 

Chen also said that poster boards will be avail- 
able at the event for participants to write positive 
messages on. Students will also be encouraged to 
use slips of colored paper to write messages on 
that they can share with strangers throughout the 
day, Chen said. 

“It’s a simple way to spread joy into stranger’s 
lives,” Chen said. 


A presidential affair for education 


The Long Beach Promise 
Leaders will be meeting 
president Barack Obama. 


By ZACHARY WEBER 
Contributing Writer 


Cal State Long Beach President Jane Close Conoley will be 
rubbing elbows with United States President Barack Obama 
this week. 

The leaders of the Long Beach Promise — Conoley; the Long 
Beach Community College President, Eloy Ortiz Oakley; and 
the superintendent of Long Beach Unified School District, 
Christopher J. Steinhauser — will participate in the College Op- 
portunity Day of Action at the White House on Thursday from 
9 a.m. until 3:30 p.m. 

They will fly to D.C. to discuss improving persistence and in- 
crease college completion for first generation, low-income and 
underrepresented students, according to a press release. 

Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama will host the event. 
They will focus on building sustainable collaborations in com- 
munities with strong K-12 and higher education partnerships, 
according to the press release. 

In January, the Obamas hosted over 140 college presidents 
and other education leaders at the White House for the premiere 
College Opportunity Day of Action to announce commitments 
to expand college opportunity. 

Thursday’s event will unite over 300 college presidents and 
academic leaders to build on these previous comitments and 
launch initiatives in new areas, according to the press release. 

The event will be available via live stream at whitehouse.gov. 
West coast phone interviews are said to be available, depending 
on schedules and organization. 


ASI funds available 


Next week’s ASI Board 
of Control meeting will 
likely be short. 


By MICHAELANGELO LANDGRAVE 
Contributing Writer 


Due to under-spending by student organizations, ad- 
ditional funding from the Associate Students, Inc. will 
be available for grants in the spring. 

During his weekly report at the Board of Control 
meeting on Tuesday, ASI Executive Director Haller 
notified the board members about the availability of 
somewhere between $20,000 to $40,000 for grants next 
semester. 

In other business at Tuesday’s meeting, sophomore 
graduate students Alixandria Lopez and Hayley Thayer 
requested travel funds to attend the 2014 Western States 
Communication Association Conference. Both are stu- 
dents in the Communication Studies Department. The 
conference, which is expected to draw around three 
hundred participants, will be held in Spokane, Wash- 
ington from Feb. 14-18. Lopez will be presenting about 
metaphors; meanwhile, Thayer will be presenting her 
research on the ‘trans-male’ perspective. The two girls 
requested $418 each, but were only granted $318 each. 

Haller said, “We only cover transportation to and 
from the conference, and this doesn’t include ground 
transportation such as taxis or public transit.” 

Despite receiving a smaller amount than requested, 
the two girls said they were happy. “The Communica- 
tion Studies Department is willing to give us additional 
funding for lodging to the conference, but only if ASI 
grants us funding as well,’ Lopez explained. 

Before ending the BOC meeting, Treasurer Kalien 
Clark said that there will be a meeting next week, but 
that it will likely be short, given that it is the end of the 
year. 


Obama is expected to nominate Ashton Carter as 
Defense secretary, officials say 


WASHINGTON -President Barack Obama is 
expected to nominate Ashton Carter, a physicist 
with extensive experience in the Pentagon’s lead- 
ership, as secretary of Defense to replace Chuck 
Hagel, according to administration officials. 

If confirmed by the Senate, Carter would lead 
the Pentagon as it expands military operations 
against Islamic State militants in Iraq and Syria 
and deals with a resurgent Russia and renewed 
violence in Afghanistan. The military will also 
rebalance forces in Asia, even as it faces budget 
constraints and a cutback in troop levels. 

Carter could prove more aggressive than the 
self-effacing Hagel in defending the administra- 
tion’s policies in public, and at pushing back in 
private against White House attempts to keep 
tight limits on military operations. 

Hagel announced his resignation on Nov. 24 
under pressure from the White House and amid 
disagreements between the Pentagon and the 
White House over the president’s strategy in the 
latest Middle East war. He will stay in the job 
until his replacement is confirmed. 

Carter, 60, never served in uniform. But the 
military establishment regarded him as a bold 
thinker when he served in the Obama administra- 


tion as deputy Defense secretary, the No. 2 post, 
and as chief weapons buyer, the No. 3 post. He 
resigned a year ago. 

He was confirmed by unanimous Senate votes 
for his two previous Pentagon posts and is un- 
likely to face strong opposition this time. 

White House officials did not dispute that 
Carter was the leading contender. But the White 
House was not prepared to announce the presi- 


dent’s choice and was still deliberating on timing. 


Among the factors playing into the deci- 
sion was the vetting process, which was not yet 
complete, one senior administration official said, 
speaking on condition of anonymity because the 
decision is not yet final. 

White House Press Secretary Josh Earnest de- 
clined to confirm that Obama had chosen Carter, 
but spoke highly of him at a briefing. 

“He’s somebody that certainly deserves and 
has demonstrated strong bipartisan support for 
his previous service in government,” Earnest 
said. “He is somebody that does have a detailed 
understanding of the way that the Department of 
Defense works.” 

The Pentagon declined to comment. “This 
is a decision that only the president can make 


and only the president can announce,” Pentagon 
spokesman Rear Adm. John Kirby told reporters. 

Carter has close ties to many military com- 
manders and key members of Congress, including 
Sen. John McCain, R-Ariz., who is expected to 
lead the Senate Armed Services Committee when 
the Republican majority takes control in Janu- 
ary. That committee will consider the Pentagon 
nominee. 

When Carter resigned as deputy Defense 
secretary in December 2013, McCain said, “On 
many issues relating to defense and national 
security, Ash and I have had our differences. 
Some have been profound. But Ash has always 
conducted himself in a manner that appreciated 
the valid concerns underlying opposing views.” 

The lame-duck Congress is expected to recess 
in mid-December, so hearings are unlikely until 
the new Congress takes office. Loretta Lynch, 
Obama’s choice to replace Attorney General Eric 
H. Holder Jr., also faces confirmation hearings. 

Carter holds degrees in physics and medieval 
history from Yale, and a doctorate in theoreti- 
cal physics from Oxford University, where he 
was a Rhodes scholar. He has taught for years at 
Harvard. 


He first joined the Pentagon in 1981 under 
President Ronald Reagan as a technical analyst. 
A decade later, President Bill Clinton named him 
assistant secretary of Defense for international 
security policy, where he worked to ensure that 
the former Soviet nuclear weapons stockpile did 
not fall into the hands of potential terrorists or 
rogue states. 

Carter left the Pentagon in 1996. He returned 
in 2009 to serve as the chief weapons buyer, in- 
cluding the $400 billion F-35 Joint Strike Fighter 
program. He was named deputy secretary in 2011 
but left again after Obama picked Hagel to suc- 
ceed Leon E. Panetta. 

Two potential rivals for the top post, Michele 
Flournoy, a former undersecretary of Defense for 
policy, and Sen. Jack Reed, D-R.I., took them- 
selves out of the running after Hagel announced 
his resignation last week. 


-W.J. Hennigan and Kathleen Hennessey 
Tribune Washington Bureau 
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urkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan has increas- 

ingly resembled the drunken uncle who shows up 

late at Thanksgiving dinner, muttering incoherent 

and offensive things at all the unfortunate souls 

who are forced to listen. A few weeks ago, Erdogan 

showed up to a women’s justice summit in Istanbul 
and attempted (vainly) to make the case that women aren’t equal to 
men, according to the magazine Foreign Policy. 

Certain work goes against women’s “delicate nature,” and “their 
characters, habits and physiques are different” from that of men’s, 
Erdogan said. “Our religion [Islam] has defined a position for 
women: motherhood,” he said. “You cannot explain this to femi- 
nists because they don’t accept the concept of motherhood.” 

These chauvinistic comments follow the equally ridiculous 
remarks by his Deputy Prime Minister Biilent Aring, who stated 
at a Justice and Development Party (the ruling AK P) last month 
that the ideal woman is someone who “[does] not laugh in public.” 
Presumably, much to his chagrin, | doubt many of the feminists at 
the women’s justice summit that Erdogan attended on Nov. 24 were 
able to avoid this temptation. 

Although these comments offended many in and of themselves, 
they reflect a broader, more insidious trend in the world: the sys- 
tematic marginalization of women. 

Despite the fact that most of the egregious violations of women’s 
rights are concentrated in West Africa, North Africa and especially 
the Middle East (18 of the countries with the worst gender gaps are 
located in these regions, according to a 2014 report by the World 
Economic Forum), women continue to face serious obstacles to 
equality around the world. In Latin America, Asia, Europe and 
even here at home, women have yet to fully break free from the 
shackles of discrimination. 

In the countries with the worst gender gaps, measured broadly in 
the 2014 report by the World Economic Forum in terms of economic 
participation and opportunity, educational attainment, health and 
survival and political empowerment, deeply embedded social norms 
and overly conservative interpretations of the Islamic scriptures re- 
main serious obstacles to the full realization of women’s rights. Here 
are some of the world’s most egregious policies that reflect a blatant 
lack of respect for the rights of women around the world. 
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INSANE RESTRICTIONS ON 
WOMEN’S RIGHTS AROUND 
THE WORLD 


In Latin America, Asia, Europe and even 


here at home, women have yet to fully break 
free from the shackles of discrimination. 


Saudi Arabia 


Women are still not allowed to drive. Despite attempts by the heroic 
activists who defied this law and took to the roads in 2011, driving 
remains illegal for women in Saudi Arabia. However, a minute 
amount of credit is due for King Abdullah’s recent approval of a 
law penalizing domestic abuse and his announcement that women 
would have the right to vote in municipal elections in 2015. 


Yemen 


A woman is considered only half a witness in court. A single 
woman’s testimony does not carry equal legal weight as a man’s, 
and according to a 2005 Freedom House report, women are not 
“recognized as a full person before the court.” Account for the 
fact that women can’t testify at all in cases of adultery, libel or 
theft, and any sane person would arrive at the conclusion that legal 
reforms are desperately needed. 


Pakistan 


Authorities systematically ignore “honor killings.” Honor killings 
are usually committed against a woman by her family members 
when she has brought “shame” or “dishonor” to the family/commu- 
nity (usually for reasons such as refusing to enter into an arranged 
marriage, having sex outside of marriage or even being a victim of 
rape). 

The Human Rights Commission of Pakistan stated in a report in 
April that at least 869 women were murdered in honor killings in 
2013. Amnesty International concluded in a 1999 report that “Both 
police and judges display gender bias in favour of men who have 
killed women or girls for alleged breaches of honour.” 
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Saudi Arabia and Morocco 


Authorities can charge rape victims with crimes. Although many 
countries across the world (including our own) fail to adequately protect 
victims of rape, these two countries take the cake by punishing women 
for being alone with an unrelated man, leaving the home without a 

male companion and for getting pregnant afterwards, according to the 
Washington Post. 

In the case of the “Girl of Qatif?’ in Saudi Arabia, a court sentenced 
her to 90 lashes for being alone in a car with a man to whom she was not 
married—which is a crime—at the time that she was allegedly raped 
by several other men. Article 475 of Morocco’s penal code allows rape 
charges to be dropped if the two parties get married; tragically, many of 
these abusers can simply get their charges dropped by buying a wedding 
ring, as was the case when a judge forced 16-year old Amina Filali to 
marry her alleged rapist. 


Ecuador 


Abortion is illegal, unless you’re an “idiot.” Abortions in Ecuador remain 
illegal—that is, unless the woman is an “idiot” or “demented,” as the law 
details. Ecuador’s criminal code prohibits abortions and imposes prison 
sentences of one to five years, even if the pregnancy occurred as the 
result of sexual violence, according to a 2013 report by Human Rights 


* Watch. 


As Malala Yousafzai, the Pakistani girl who became the youngest 
ever recipient of the Nobel Prize for promoting women’s education, told 
the United Nations last year, “We cannot all succeed when half of us are 
held back.” 

Despite the grim and depressing policies emanating from the highest 
seats of power in the abovementioned countries, women’s rights as a 
whole around the world are improving. For example, the co-author of the 
World Economic Forum, which rates every country based on its gender 
gaps, told the BBC that 80 percent of countries have made progress since 
the report’s inception in 2006, 

One can only hope that this trend will continue to gain momentum— 
the progress of our civilization depends on it. 
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Alone, together: Let us stop fleeing from conversation 


e live in the most interconnected period 

in the history of civilization, a time 

in which we can communicate across 

vast oceans and mountain ranges at the 

touch of a button. We are more together 
than ever before; yet, we are still terribly alone — trapped 
within the jealous bubble of our tiny touch-screens. 

Technology has isolated us and diminished face-to-face 
communication. Verbal communication has taken the 
backburner, and now, much of our communication occurs with 
our fingertips. 

According to a 2014 report by the U.S. Department of Health 
and Human Services, 81 percent of mobile users engage in text 
messaging. Those who are 24 and younger send and receive the 
greatest volume of messages. 

However, older individuals aren’t falling far behind. They are 
the fastest-growing group and have shown consistent growth over 
time. 

There are now multiple social media platforms that have 
adopted similar characteristics of text messaging, which have 
radically changed the dynamics of human interaction and allowed 
us to stay connected with friends and family near and far. 

At any given moment, if you need to let someone know that 
you're on your way, you can send him or her a quick message. If 
you saw a neat video and you'd like to share it with a friend, you 
can easily hit the share button, and it will instantly alert them. 

In today’s society, interacting via text message and online has 
become the norm. Despite the shrinking effect that social media 
and text messaging have on the globe, these platforms continue to 
hinder genuine interpersonal communication skills. 
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NADINE SANTOS 


Contributing Writer 


Social media poses a threat to our 
generation’s ability to effectively 
integrate into the working world. 


Today we have just as many people sharing information about 
themselves on social media sites as they do face to face. This is the 
generation of media over-stimulation. Individuals are walking the 
streets fixated on their screens, ignoring their surroundings and 
avoiding any eye contact that may come their way. 

23 percent of Facebook’s users check their account five or more 
times daily, according to Socialnomics. 

The time people are spending on social media sites is taking 
away time for real-life interactions. It isn’t rare to see a group 
of people out at a restaurant interacting with their phones as 
opposed to interacting with each other. 

The skill of being quick-minded and diverse in carrying 
a conversation is a struggle for many, especially for younger 
generations. Due to the fact that they grew up in the age of 
advanced technology, it seems that they live and breathe 
technological communication. 

The thing is, face-to-face conversations are the foundation of 
human communication, and removing the non-verbal aspect of 
communication (which invariably happens with social media) 
often causes messages to be interpreted. 

The most critical aspect of verbal, face-to-face discussions is 
that they allow peers to see facial expressions and hear the tone of 


the words being said. 

Non-verbal communication and gauging the emotions 
of others by the tone of their voice are vital skills, and 
sacrificing these for social media may hinder our ability to 
build flourishing relationships with our peers. 

In the workforce, communication is crucial: Jobs 
invariably require you to be able to work with people and 
communicate in order to foster relationships. However, 
social media poses a threat to our generation’s ability to 
effectively integrate into the working world. 

Stop hiding behind your screens and make a choice to exercise 
the ability of direct communication. Share the information you 
share online in person. 

Open up, and be social. Although our platforms for 
communication are considered “social” media, they are creating 
an aloof and anti-social generations that flee from conversations 
and find refuge by burying their noses in the faint glow of a tiny 
screen. 


Nadine Santos is a senior majoring in journalism with an emphasis 
on public relations. 
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Duos per 


Music performance 
majors paired up fora 
night of performances. 


By ALEX BERMAN 
Contributing Writer 


The sound of feverishly practiced 
classical music filled every gap of space 
at the Gerald R. Daniel Recital Hall on 
Monday night. 

Pairs of students took the. stage at 
the end-of-the-semester showcase, 
which was titled Piano Plus!. 


DIVERSIONS 
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_Anthoni Polcari and Yoontak Han perform 
Brahams “Allegro non Troppo” from his “Sonata 
_ No.1” on Monday night at the Gerald R. Daniel 


recital hall. 


Avex Berman | Dairy 49eR 


As the semester steadily comes to a 
close, months of hard work and prac- 
tice paid off for the students in Piano 
Accompanying, also known as Music 
477, at Cal State Long Beach. 

“We've worked with each other all 
semester as duo partners,” said senior 
piano performance major Barret Wil- 
ber. “So we rehearse a couple hours a 
week, and we have a coaching every 
week with our coaching teacher.” 

Wilber’s partner Joseph Chung is a 
senior violin performance major, and 
he said he was happy to collaborate. 

“Initially, my teacher decided to 


work on some kind of répétiteur and 
suggested pieces to us,” Chung said. “T 
was already enrolled in Piano Accom- 
panying, and luckily, Barret was also 
planning to do some auditions with 
this piece as well, so everything just 
kind of fell together.” 

With the exception of a twenty- 
minute intermission halfway through 
the event, the entire two hours were 
brimming with music composed by 
the likes of. such famous composers 
as Mozart, Brahms, Schumann and 
Stravinsky. 

The works spanned the course of 


form classical music at T 


the last 250 years, dating as far back as 
1756 and as recently as 1992, with the 
focus time period remaining firmly in 
the mid to late 1800's. 

The style of music seemed to'stretch 
equally as far. Although the major- 
ity of the pieces were solemn sound- 
ing sonatas, the mood of the night 
took an unexpected turn during the 
penultimate performance as a duo of 
pianist partners proceeded to pound 
away at the experimental dissonance 
and rhythm of “Rite of Spring” by 
Stravinsky. 

Junior dance major Elana Good- 
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man said she was required to go for 
class,and was surprised by the out 
come. 
“I didn’t expect it to be so long,” 
Goodman said. “But it was cool.” 
Students like sophomore cello per- 


formance major Debbie Lee -was.alson: 


impressed. - 

“I thought all of the musicians 
were listening to each other really 
well,” said Lee. “The sound was able 
to project on this stage, so over all 
I thought they were all really fo- 
cused and it was just a lovely perfor- 
mance.” : 


Shredding for a cause 


An upcoming skating 
competition will help 
a local organization. 


By Jesus AMBROSIO 
Diversions Editor 


Skaters who kickfilp, ollie and grind 
at the Skate LB City Competition will 
also help a local Long Beach non-prof- 
it organization while they shred. 

The upcoming event was organized 
by students in a Cal State Long Beach 
event planning class offered through 
the communications department on 
campus. 

All proceeds from the skate compe- 
tition will be donated to Action Sports 
Kids Foundation. 

Lawrence Johnson, a senior jour- 
nalism major and communications 
minor, said the goal of the class is to 
organize an event that will benefit 
the community of Long Beach. 

Action Sports Kids Foundation 
is a non-profit organization in Long 
Beach that is dedicated to provid- 
ing alternatives to gangs for at-risk 
youth though the arts, education and 
sports, according to the foundation’s 
website. 


“In one area, [ASK] set up a skate 
park, and in a matter of years [ASK] 
managed to reduce crime in the area 
by 29 percent, drug related incidents 
in the area by 61 percent,” Johnson 
said. “They are doing a lot for the 
community, but don’t have a lot of at- 

tention to their cause.” 

He said that the group chose ASK 
because of its mission, which is de- 
signed to help the nearly 20,000 youth 
considered at-risk for crime, drugs 
and gangs in Long Beach. 

“We encourage people of any age 
to compete, because there is a divi- 
sions for just about any one.” John- 
son said. “If you are coordinated 
enough, and think you can be in the 
top three we are going to be giving 
away medals.” 

ASK will provide judges from 
around the area, and Johnson said 
there are rumors about guest judges. 

“To my knowledge they are going 
to bring people of high caliber skating 
nature to judge,” Johnson said. “I don’t 
know who but [ASK] got, but they got 
that stuff handled.” 

Johnson said Tony Hawk has part- 
nered with ASK before; he contributed 
to the skate park where the competi- 
tion will be held. 

The group organizer from the com- 
munications event planning class, 
Pearl Wang, contacted ASK Director 
Mike Donelon to pitch the idea of a 


benefit skate competition. 

“She presented the event and that 
is essentially what you do [in the 
class] present the events and ditch 
the ones that [arn’t as good],” John- 
son said. “Hers was just fantastic.” 

The event was originally scheduled 
for Nov. 15, but Johnson said they 
couldn’t get funding for the insurance 
in time. 

He said the group continued to 
push to make sure they were able to 
get insurance for the event, which is 
now set to be held on Saturday. 

“There are a lot of cool things 
going on to help the community 
from this class,” Johnson said. “It 
happens every semester - this class 
goes out into the community and 
sets out to do something [for Long 
Beach].” 

The competition is free for the gen- 
eral public to attend, but there is a do- 
nation of $10 to ASK that is required 
from all competitors. 

Aside from the competition, there 
will be food and drinks for sale, as 
well as prizes, giveaways and music 
throughout the event. 

Registration will begin at 10 a.m. 
on Saturday at the McBride Skate 
Park in Long Beach, located on 
Martin Luther King Jr. Blvd; at this 
time, participants will be placed 
in the appropriate division for the 
competition. 


Thursday: 


VIS 

The Glass House 
7:00 p.m. 

$20 

All ages 


Friday: 


oncert 


alendar 


*Dance Gavin Dance w/ Secret, Alive Like Me, Defeat the Low, 


*Seahaven w/ Joe Simmons (Balance and Composure), Plague 
Vendor and Warm Thoughts 


The Glass House 
7:00 p.m. 

$16 

All ages 


*Avi Buffalo w/ Los Angeles Police Department and Hin Du 


The Echo 
8:30 p.m. 
$12 

18 and over 


Saturday: 


*Audacity Double Album Release Show w/ The Memories and 


Half Goon 
The Smell 
8:00 p.m. 
$5 
Allages 


Tuesday: 


*Opeth w/ In Flames and Red Fang 


Hollywood Palladium 
7:00 p.m. 

$40 

All ages 
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Continued from Page 8 


EXCELLENCE IS NOT A 
SINGULAR ACT 


Success has followed Gimmillaro 
everywhere. 

Before coming to LBSU, Gimmil- 
laro was the business manager for the 
women’s volleyball Olympic team. 

In addition to his Olympic commit- 
ments, he was coaching at Gahr High 
School in Cerritos. 

“My friend started the program, 
then I joined in.and we co-coached the 
team,” Gimmillaro said. “It was fun. 
We weren’t very good.” 

Under his coaching, the school won 
four CIF Southern Section Champion- 
ships. He recorded a 142-15 record in 
eight years and sent eight consecutive 
teams to the CIF Playoffs. 

In 1983 and °84, the school won Di- 
vision I state championships, and in 
°84, the school received a national No. 
1 ranking. 

“T was lucky enough to have met 
John Wooden one time over lunch, 
and he said to 
me the year we 
went undefeated 
in college, ‘You 
weren’t unde- 
feated, how 
many sets did 
you lose?’ And 
he said, ‘Why did 
you lose them?’ 
And now I’m 
looking at those 
15 [matches lost] 
and thought, 
“How: didswe lose» 
games? 
What’s wrong 
with us?” Gim- 
millaro said 
laughing. 

He took over 
the Long Beach State women’s volley- 
ball program on Aug. 1, 1985 — when it 
was a program that he said was in the 
bottom of the league, had some bad 
years and really didn’t have any re- 
cruits for a few years. 

“That didn’t matter,’ Gimmillaro 
said. “All that mattered was I was 
hired to develop a program. That’s all 


effects on the job opportunities for 


I thought about. I really didn’t think 
about future, and I certainly didn’t 
think about past.” 

Within the same year, he asked 1984 
Olympians Green-Vargas and Rita 
Crockett if they would be willing to join 
his coaching staff. Both were living in 
Long Beach at the time. 

“I told him, ‘Okay, I’ll coach for one 
year. Maybe two at the most,” Green- 
Vargas joked. She went on to coach un- 
der Gimmillaro for 23 years. 

In Gimmillaro’s first year coaching 
LBSU with Green-Vargas, the program 
went into the NCAA playoffs and was 
ranked in the top 20 for the first time 
in school history. Four years later, they 
won the school’s first NCAA champion- 
ship. 

“Tt was the first time and it was great, 
it was pretty exciting to do something 
that hadn’t been done,’ Gimmillaro 
said. “I was lucky enough to have some 
dedicated, good athletes that hadn’t 
been successful yet, but we worked in- 
credibly hard to be successful.” 

Success for Gimmillaro started from 
the first practice. 

After watching the 1984 Olympic 
team play and train, Gimmillaro want- 
ed to adopt the idea of a faster offense 
to his 49er team. 

Green-Vargas 
said it was what 
she and Crockett 
played, and it was 
quicker than what 
most college teams 
ran. “It was hard 
for [opponents] to 
defend because 
they didn’t practice 
against [a fast of- 
fense],” she said. 

May-Treanor 
said “Gimmillaro’s 
practices weren’t 
easy. He would 
pull things out of 
players that they 
didn’t know they 
could do. 

“He demanded things physically,” 
May-Treanor said. “When we went into 
games you knew you were prepared 
and the games seemed easy, and that’s 
how it’s supposed to be. Practice is sup- 
posed to be very difficult, it’s supposed 
to push you beyond your limits men- 
tally and physically, so when you get to 
a game you're like, “Okay, this is it?” 


Advertisement 


Positive Election Results : 
What your teachers will not tell you 
Dr. George A. Kuck (galbertk@aol.com) 


The mask has been removed from what the Democrats think of you as voters. 
Dr. Grueber, the MIT professor who was instrumental in passing both Romney Care 
and Obama Care (the Affordable Care Act) has given at least six different speeches 
rambling at length about how Obamacare was intended to deceive “stupid” voters. 
“If you had a law which said that healthy people are going to pay in -- if you made 
it explicit that healthy people pay in and sick people get money, it would not have 
passed. ... Lack of transparency is a huge political advantage. And basically, call it the 
stupidity of the American voter or whatever, but basically that was really, really critical 


to getting the thing to pass.” 


The bald-faced lies told to pass Obamacare exposes the lies of all Democratic 
economic claims. President Obama boasts that amnesty will be a huge boon to the 
economy. How will this happen with millions of new low-wage workers who won't 
pay income taxes? Immigrants often need a lot of government services and will get 
“earned income credit.”- Obamacare was supposed to save money, too. Of the 8 million 
jobs created since the beginning of the recession, 6 million have gone to immigrants. 
What about the 9 million US citizens, including recent college graduates, who are still 
out of work? What do you think are the effects of illegal immigration on US citizen 
minority construction workers? High legal immigration levels have been pushed by 
the San Francisco oligarchs tied to the Democratic Party. What do you think are the 
you and the other CSULB Information Technology 


(IT) graduates? 


SportsD49er@gmail.com 


May-Treanor said some of the most 
challenging games that the °98 team 
played were the ones played against 
themselves in scrimmages. 

“He had a system, and you would go 
with the system,” Green-Vargas said. 
“Be disciplined and exact.” 

“He’s very technical,” senior co-cap- 
tain Chelsea Cabrajac said. “He wants 
everything to happen a certain way, and 
his technique works so you got to buy 


into it.” 


LONG BEACH RUNS IN 
HIS VEINS 


Gimmillaro’s heart has always been 
in Long Beach. He’s an alumnus of 
LBSU. His two kids went to public 
school in Long Beach. This is where he 
wants to be. 

“I’ve always liked the city,” Gimmil- 
laro said. “People have treated me with 
such respect. I’ve had such a communi- 
ty feeling. How many places in South- 
ern California can you feel a sense of 
community? It’s just too big, but I have 
felt that in this city. This is kind of a big, 
little city and all the plusses of that, and 
so I’ve been really lucky.” 

Winning brings opportunities, but 
Gimmillaro has never applied for an- 
other job. He said the only other job 
he was interested in was an Olympic 
coaching job, but it was offered at a 
time when his kids were too young. 

He’s been offered a position to coach 
at other colleges, but he hasn’t found 
a reason to leave, or isn’t interested in 
finding a reason. 

“J think this is a special place to win 
—a special place to be successful,” he 
said. “It has all its challenges. That’s 
what competition is, and that’s what 
you want — those challenges in front of 
you.” : 

Part of the reason Gimmillaro choos- 
es to stay is the support of the Long 
Beach community, which has stood 
behind his effort building LBSU’s vol- 
leyball program. 

“That’s the Long Beach feel,” May- 
Treanor said. “You help each other, 
and | think that’s why he’s been here 
so long. He’s a pinnacle in this commu- 
nity. Who doesn’t know about Brian?” 

The current seniors have said his 
success in coaching and the respect 
that he has in the volleyball world have 
reached levels few coaches have. 


SarAH Borean | Daity 49eR 


Coach Brian Gimmillaro awaits word of who the 49ers will play 
in the first round of the NCAA tournament. LBSU will play the 
University of San Diego on Friday at Pauley Pavillion. 


“T think he’s lasted so long because 
of his love and passion for the game,” 
Jackson said. “He’s like no other coach 
that I’ve been coached by. He’s so loyal 
and faithful to the game. We’re like his 
family to him.” 

Green-Vargas has respected the way 
Gimmillaro coaches because of what he 
brings to the program and his passion 
for the sport. 

“I know people say, ‘Oh my gosh. He 


yells, he’s this, he’s that, he’s so tough,” 
Green-Vargas said. “But I know what I 
would tell recruits when they’d come to 
games. I said, ‘Watch Brian. What you 
see is what you get. He’s not going to 
be a different person on the bench be- 
cause you're here watching.’ I don’t be- 
lieve all successful college coaches are 
great coaches. I think some of them are 
great recruiters, and Brian is definitely 
a great coach.” 


Follow the 
Daily 49er on: 
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Volleyball head coach Brian Gimmillaro poses 


during the 1996 season. 
LBSU Atuietics 
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After 30 years, Brian Gimmillaro’s coaching 
career has led to 27 NCAA Tournament ap- 
pearances and three National Championships. 


By KeELsey Cruz 
Staff Writer 


Head coach Brian Gimmillaro has been called demanding, tough and 
strict. But what could be intimidating for some, has been motivating for Long 
Beach State’s women’s volleyball team. 

“You can’t come here wanting the easy road,” 1998 alumna Misty May- 
Treanor said. “If you come to Long Beach, you can’t expect to be patted on 
the back, and kind of everything’s okay. He expects certain things and he’s 
going to pull that out of you.” : 

Former and current players thought they knew what this program was 
about and what it took to play here. 

“When I first came here, we did have a team meeting before and they kind 
of went over how Brian was and what to expect, but it doesn’t really prepare 
you,” senior co-captain Chelsea Cabrajac said. 

Senior co-captain Tyler Jackson experienced first hand for four years all 
the expectations that were talked about during those team meetings. 

“T almost peed my pants; I was really nervous because the team was tell- 
ing us all these rules we had to do,” senior co-captain Tyler Jackson said. 
“We couldn’t paint our nails, we had to wear our shirts tucked in and all this 
[stuff].” 

But Gimmillaro does more than just yell and demand. 

“Tt wasn’t one day you get the strict coach, the next day you get the coach 
that wants to be your friend,” former assistant coach Debbie Green-Vargas 
said. “Would he yell? Would he stop practices and call people out? Yes. I don’t 
think I could’ve taken 23 years of that if that was all he did when he coached, 
but he also would praise players.” 

Green-Vargas mentioned that when she worked for Gimmillaro, she felt he 
cared for his players, and would be there for them if they needed anything. 

“He’s very tough,” May-Treanor said. “I consider him very tough, but at 
the same time, he’s the first one to be like, ‘Hey, you did this excellent today.’ 
There was a good balance, but he really demands a lot.” 

Players expect that when they come to LBSU, they won’t only get leader- 
ship and experience, but also success. . 

“] just knew that he turned players into great All-Americans and every- 
thing like that, so that’s where I wanted to be,” senior Bre Mackie said. 

Now in his 30th year, Gimmillaro 
has led the program to its 
27th NCAA _ Tourna- 
ment appearance. 


See COACH, 
Page 7 


Brian Gimmillaro speaks 
to his team and fans at the Walter 
Pyramid on Sunday during the ESPN 
announcement of the bracket for this year's 


NCAA national championship. 
Saran Borean | Dairy 49er 


